
PHIL 210 Ethics 

 

Topic of Sustainability in Ethics: 

The topic of sustainability was addressed in three sections of PHIL 210: 

Ethics in the Fall 2006 semester and two sections in the Spring 2007 

semester.  Sustainability became a "test-case" for the ethical theories 

discussed in the course (namely those of Mill, Kant, and 

Aristotle/Aquinas). Students read brief articles about sustainable 

development and ethical issues surrounding food production, waste 

disposal, animal rights, and proverty in conjunction with more 

theoretical ethical arguments.  They were required (in journals and 

exams) to apply the ethical theories to these aspects of the topic of 

sustainability.  Similar issues were also frequently employed as 

examples in class discussions. 

 

PHILOSOPHY 210: ETHICS 
SECTIONS 2 (30783) & 6 (30787) 

SYLLABUS AND COURSE OUTLINE 
 

T/TH  1:00-2:15 PM/2:30-3:45 PM   Instructor:   C. M. Gschwandtner 

Spring 2007      Office:   St. Thomas #557 

E-mail:  gschwandtnc2@scranton.edu   Phone:   ext. #7756 

Office Hours:  Tues./Thurs. 9:00-10:00 AM and 4:00-4:30 PM (other times by appointment) 

 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course will examine several ethical theories in order to think about central questions of morality: What 

is ethics?  What is the relationship between ethics and justice?  Why ought we be moral?  How might one 

lead an ethical life?  What is the relationship between ethics and sustainability?  What is the relevance of 

ethical theories for contemporary society?  What does it mean to think about ethics philosophically? 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 The course seeks to develop critical thinking and analysis.  Students will be encouraged to engage in 

critical discussion and reflection both in and outside of class. 

 The course will allow students to develop their ability to write coherently, to analyze a text, to develop 

and present an argument in writing. 

 The course will expose students to three significant and different ethical theories by examining the 

primary texts which set them forth. 

 The course seeks to help students develop, articulate, and criticize their own ethical arguments and 

those of others. 

 The course will seek to foster a commitment to justice by considering the implications of ethical 

theories for particular justice concerns, in particular by examining the topic of sustainability. 

 

 

REQUIRED READING 

 Aristotle. Nichomachean Ethics. Trans. by Martin Ostwald. New York: Macmillan, 1962. 

mailto:gschwandtnc2@scranton.edu


 Kant, Immanuel. Groundwork of the Metaphysic of Morals. Translated by H.J. Paton. New York: 

Harper Torchbooks, 1964. 

 Mill, John Stuart. Utilitarianism. Indianapolis: Hackett, 2001. 

 other readings as provided during class and on blackboard 

 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 You are expected to come to class prepared, having finished and reflected on the required reading, 

ready to engage in discussion.  Some of this is difficult material, so you may well have to read the 

assigned sections twice or even three times.  Take notes and ask lots of questions. 

 This class will be essentially discussion-oriented.  Your active participation in class discussion in forms 

of questions, comments, etc. is absolutely essential to make the class an interesting and successful 

experience for all of us.  Participation will therefore be a significant component of your grade (15%).  

Come to class prepared with questions and/or comments.  Reflective e-mail questions or comments 

concerning the read material/class discussions may supplement in-class participation (e.g. participation 

in blackboard discussions).  To count as participation, such e-mails must engage the content of class. 

 Nine short-answer quizzes will be given during the course of the semester, usually at the beginning of 

class time.  You will only need to take eight of them in order to receive full points, however you may 

take all for extra credit.  Quizzes cannot be made up.  Each quiz will be worth 4% of your grade, for an 

approximate total of 30%.  Tentative dates for quizzes are: Feb. 6, 20, 27, March 20, 27, April 10, 17, 

26, May 8, 2007. 

 You are to keep a journal for the class.  You will be expected to write in the journal roughly once a 

week.  Reflection questions will be provided.  Journals are to be handed in four times during the course 

of the semester.  Each submission of the journal will be worth 10% of the grade.  You may include 

other relevant material in your journal for extra credit.  Tentative journal submission dates are: Feb. 20, 

March 8, April 3, and May 3, 2007. 

 There will be one cumulative final exam worth 15% of the total grade, given during final exam time. 

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
This course is heavily discussion-oriented, thus your attendance is absolutely imperative.  If you do have to 

miss a class, you are expected to get the material from a classmate, however, you are encouraged to come 

by and talk to me about the material afterwards.  Excessive absence (more than four sessions) may result in 

failure of the course.  [Repeated tardiness counts as absence.] 

 

 

GRADING 
Your overall grade will be determined as follows: 

 Participation:   15% 

 Quizzes:    30% 

 Journal:    40% 

 Final Exam:    15% 

 Total:    100% 

 

100% -95% A 94%  - 90% A- 89%  - 87% B+ 86%  - 83% B 

82%  - 80% B- 79%  - 77% C+ 76%  - 73% C 72%  - 70% C- 

69%  - 67% D+ 66%  - 63% D 62%  - 60% D- 59%  - 0 % F 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNED READING 
Week 1 (Jan. 25/30, Feb. 1): Introduction: Ethics/Good life  A: 3-32 

Week 2 (Feb. 6/8):  Virtue     A: 33-51, 77-82  

Week 3 (Feb. 13/15):    Virtue & Pleasure   McGuinn article 

Week 4 (Feb. 20/22):  Aquinas     hand-out 



Week 5 (Feb. 27/, March 1): (In)voluntary Action   A: 52-57, 133-40 

Week 6 (March 6/8):  Choice & Pleasure   A: 58-68, 273-86 

Week 7 (March 20/22):  Utilitarianism    Mill, 6-41  

Week 8 (March 27/29):  Kant     Kant, 61-73 

Week 9 (April 4):   Kant     Kant, 80-81, 88-107 

Week 10 (April 10/12):  Justice     A: 111-45 

Week 11 (April 17/19):  Phronesis    A: 146-73 

Week 12 (April 24/26):  Phronesis/Friendship   A: 214-44 

Week 13 (May 1/3):  Friendship    A: 245-72 

Week 14 (May 8/10):  Conclusion    A: 286-302 

[Note:  Schedule and due dates are subject to change, depending on the pace of the course.] 

 

 

OTHER COMMENTS 

 Plagiarism:  Using any work or ideas that are not your own (whether summarizing or quoting, whether 

from a book, article, internet, or other source) without clearly indicating the author or source is 

considered plagiarism and will receive an automatic F for that assignment (and possibly the course).  

Please refer to the university Code of Ethics on plagiarism. 

 Please turn off all cell phones or pagers during class and refrain from eating or other activities that 

cause any kind of disturbing noise in the classroom. 


